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you will need to have your student keep a time log of
hours invested to achieve the prescribed outcomes. I also
heartily recommend writing a “contract” with your
student to specify what must be done by what deadline
to earn an 4, a B, or a C in the course. This agreement
will help you tailor each credit you assign to the task list
required for mastery.

#3 Irrational Fear

Have you ever thought about the fact that your
success as a home educator should not be measured by
how closely you imitate the educational program of
public or private schools (i.e., scope and sequence,
teaching methods, scheduling, etc.) The diploma you
grant to your child is a certification that he/she has met
your own school’s requirements for graduation, and the
transcript provides the details of that process. Your child
does not have to satisfy the entrance requirements of any
college in order to graduate from high school—though it
certainly makes sense to do so if you know that student
is college bound.

Your family’s home school is not a satellite of
the public school system. Thus, your graduation
requirements do not have to duplicate the specific list of
state graduation requirements. It is completely
reasonable, acceptable, and desirable that your child can
graduate from high school with strategic adjustments in
the credit sequence that reflect talents, gifts, interests,
life skills, apprenticeship, spiritual discipleship, etc.

#2  Impromptu Delivery

Procrastination—no matter how legitimate your
reason—will always damage your ability to create a high
school transcript that presents your student’s work in the
best possible light. If you wait until the last minute, you
will forget important details, forfeit crucial edits, and
circumvent the creativity that should earmark the tutorial
lifestyle of learning that home education is all about.
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#1  Irresponsible Omission

The number one transcript transgression that I
see far too often is not doing a transcript at all! No
parent can see the future. Can you say with certainty that
your children will never attend college? Will you
prepare transcripts for them when they turn 40? What
about the benefits you could receive even before
graduation in the form of a “good student discount” on
auto insurance premiums? Did you know that high
school credentials are also increasingly used for security
clearance purposes? Make no mistake about it—
producing a high school transcript is a non-optional
obligation!
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Inge Cannon has been
in the business of helping
parents translate
everything they do in
their home schools into
“educationese” for
almost 25 years. Her own
background as a teacher,
principal, college dean,
professor, curriculum
developer, and lobbyist
for parental rights in

education has prepared her well for the production of
TranscriptPro, a special software program that makes
transcript production easy and accurate. TranscriptPro will
not provide you with mere templates—instead it works as a
wizard to guide you through the necessary data entry process
one step at a time until you reach the final goal of professional
presentation. Inge’s CreditPro card system for keeping time
logs will enable you to delegate important record-keeping
responsibilities to your high school student, and if you need
more help, Inge’s Transcript Boot Camp on DVD is available
to answer just about any question you can imagine! Don’t
procrastinate—the best time to hear this seminar is when your
oldest child turns 11! Details are available at
www.homeschooltranscripts.com.




